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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

•	 Who was Nelson Mandela? Why is he famous and what did he stand for?

•	 Where was Nelson Mandela born and where did he grow up? What was his village like? 
How were his early years different from yours? 

•	 	Can you describe what apartheid was and how it affected people’s lives? 

•	 What did Mandela try to achieve by founding the ANC?

•	 How long did Mandela spend in prison and what happened to him and to his native 
South Africa after he was finally released? 

WRITING PROMPT

Nelson Mandela’s story inspires people all over the world. He was an ordinary man who 
learned to overcome his fear and do what he felt was right. He kept going every time he fell. 
Every year on 18 July, people celebrate Mandela Day. They remember the 67 years Nelson 
spent fighting for freedom by giving 67 minutes of their time to help others. What is it that 
you feel passionate about and what will you do to achieve it? 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

•	 For more information, be sure to read Little Lives to Great Lives: Nelson Mandela by 
Isabel Thomas and illustrated by Hannah Warren

•	 	Learn more about Nelson Mandela’s legacy at www.nelsonmandela.org and listen to 
his Acceptance and Nobel Lecture at: 
www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1993/mandela/lecture

Find us on Facebook
Find us on Youtube 
Follow us on Twitter: @LKPChildrens 
Follow us on Instagram: @laurencekingpub 
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Who was Nelson Mandela?

Nelson Mandela was the first black president of South 
Africa. His story is extraordinary. It’s not just about 
one person – but a whole country’s fight for freedom. 

It begins in the tiny South African village where 
Nelson was born. He grew up surrounded by  
rolling hills and green valleys. He felt free.

But as he got older, Nelson realized that black South 
Africans were not really free at all. Only white 
people were allowed to vote, and have a say in how 
the country was run. It was dangerous to speak out 
against this, but Nelson did not let fear stop him.  
He set out to change the system.

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
1918-2013
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