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Suggestions

There’s never just one right answer. But here’s some suggestions to 
what an answer could be. Maybe you have a better suggestion or a 
different suggestion?

1. A milkshake

2. A big Mac

3. A walkie-talkie

4. Hell on wheels

5. A fowl mind

6. A cow pie

7. A son of an itch      

8. Blind justice    

9. A dry spell

10. You get to the other side of 5th Avenue*

* Notice that the answer to the last question is funny only because it 
breaks the pattern unexpectedly. Instead of combining the traits of the 
two items, the joke surprises you with a literal answer. 

Exercise 6
Making headlines
10-15 minutes

Here’s another storytelling exercise. Imagine a news story that could 
somehow include and connect all five images below. Look them 
over carefully. Think about how the images could be connected in a 
newspaper article. 

Take ten to twelve minutes to write a newspaper headline and caption 
that incorporates all five images. 

120 121 nielsen & thurber nielsen & thurber

Suggestions

There’s never just one right answer. But here’s some suggestions to 
what an answer could be. Maybe you have a better suggestion or a 
different suggestion?

1. A milkshake

2. A big Mac

3. A walkie-talkie

4. Hell on wheels

5. A fowl mind

6. A cow pie

7. A son of an itch      

8. Blind justice    

9. A dry spell

10. You get to the other side of 5th Avenue*

* Notice that the answer to the last question is funny only because it 
breaks the pattern unexpectedly. Instead of combining the traits of the 
two items, the joke surprises you with a literal answer. 

Exercise 6
Making headlines
10-15 minutes

Here’s another storytelling exercise. Imagine a news story that could 
somehow include and connect all five images below. Look them 
over carefully. Think about how the images could be connected in a 
newspaper article. 

Take ten to twelve minutes to write a newspaper headline and caption 
that incorporates all five images. 

146 147 nielsen & thurber nielsen & thurber

  Exercise 20
  Roll and write
  10-15 minutes

The four categories “Who, When, Where, and What” are the key 
ingredients of your story. Under each category, there are six alternatives. 
Roll a die to determine which item under each category goes into your 
story. Try not to cheat. Then write the story.

Who?

 1. A bus conductor and a stranger

 2. A pole dancer and her mother

 3. A college professor and a kindergartener

 4. An inventor and a janitor

 5. A star and a fan

 6. A bank teller and a fortune teller

Where?

 1. In the Eiffel tower in Paris

 2. At a shopping mall 

 3. On Wall Street

 4. At the opera

 5. A casino

 6. On safari

What?

 1. A misunderstanding

 2. Something important went down the drain

 3. An explosion

 4. A bad hair day

 5. There’s a blizzard

 6. A homicide

When?

 1. In the middle of the night

 2. The 18th century

 3. 2050

 4. At the crack of dawn

 5. During a nap

 6. When the mail comes
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